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of pedestrians. The introduction of coal gas was a great improve-
ment but it was not until the invention of the electric arc lamp
and suitable electric generators that street lighting became
general and reasonably satisfactory, even with horse-drawn
vehicles. The introduction of the automobile made street light-
ing even more imperative for the safety and convenience of both
the pedestrian and the motorist. The development of the
incandescent lamp and the improvements in power generation
and transmission have made street lighting almost universal and
highly efficient.
The steady increase in night driving has brought with it the
demand for better illumination of the rural highways, especially
those carrying large volumes of traffic. Some attention was
given to road lighting as early as 1910 but most of the develop-
ment in this field has been since 1925. Several trial installations
have been made and numerous experiments have been under-
taken, but on the whole highway lighting is still (1935) in its
infancy.
Street and highway lighting involves many technical problems
which belong more to the field of electrical engineering than that
of higlrway engineering and therefore can not be treated here.
The reader is referred to the various treatises on electricity and
illumination. Furthermore, no installation of either street or
highway lighting, no matter how small, should be undertaken
without consulting a competent illumination engineer.